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GRADUATION is a moment to celebrate! A formal event, that 
recognises an individual’s academic progress and makes one 
proud of their achievement.

Highlands International Boarding School (HIBS) conducted its 
4th Graduation Ceremony at the Resort World Awana, Genting 
Highlands on Friday, 22nd April 2022.

This year’s ceremony was organised to mark the completion of 
studies for Nine (9) A Levels and Year 11 Students amidst Parents, 
Loved Ones, Teachers, Students and Friends along with the HIBS 
Family, celebrating their achievement and marking their pathway 
to the next journey.

The first order of the event was the adaptation of the Unity Sands 
Ceremony, which is a variation of the candle ceremony,

. The Sand Ceremony was specially put together to commemorate the 22nd April 2022 Graduation Ceremony, 
for the class of 2022. During the Sand Ceremony, graduands were invited on stage to pour colour sand into the 
vase. The act of pouring the colour sand will symbolize the individual’s dreams, hopes and values. Graduands 
were told to envision their future and all that they hope to be. The pouring of their colour sand was the 
graduand’s personal moment in the ceremony to capture in their mind - their dreams, hopes and aspirations.

The HIBS Management Team led by the Chairman, Mr K Haridas poured the rst colour sand followed by the 
Principal Mr Leow and Director of Studies, Mdm Rasamah Rengasamy. The team’s act of pouring the colour 
sand symbolizes the foundation of education that HIBS sets for the graduands.

The Sand Ceremony continued with each graduand in turn poured the colour sand and envisioned
their hope and future.

Graduation Sands Ceremony

Brief  History of  Our Founder

Dr Thio Chan Bee was born in Sumatra on April 5th, 1904 into a rich family. He was well known as 
an ordinary man with extraordinary adventures. Growing up in a comfortable household, his early 
years were not an indication of  what he would be enduring later in life, and it was evident after his 
father’s business came to a downfall, forcing him to move to Singapore to start from scratch.

Always a top student in class, Dr Thio went to the Anglo-Chinese School from 1915 to 1920. As a God 
Fearing person, he was guided by God and his beliefs and values to succeed in all his endeavours. 

A Phrase in the New Testament that read “Cheer up my Boy. Life will not always be like this. Carry 
On”, was his motto and became his motivation for him to succeed in life. It surely did cheer him 
up everytime he faced a challenge. The driving force behind his paradigm shift of  thought was 
his strong belief  in the four words which are ASPIRATION, INSPIRATION, PERSPIRATION and 
PERSERVERANCE, which can only lead to success.
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14th April 2022 is a very important date for Highlands International, for this is the day the signing 
of the Memorandum of Understanding between Highlands International Boarding school and 
Cyberlynx International College took place at the Conference Hall in our school premises.
The signatory from Cyberlynx was Dato Swaminathan who is the president of CFC, while the 
witness was Dr Sivakumar Partheban, the vice-president of CFC as the witness.  On Highlands 
side, the signatory was Mr K Haridas as Chairman of APHEM and Mr Leow Kim Hin , the 
principal of HIBS, as the witness.
Our guests of more than ten people arrived in four cars about an hour earlier yet the school was 
prepared for this and managed to handle their early visit in a very professional manner.  A tour 
of the school was headed by our principal.  The visit to the boarding was also brought forward 
and our guests were able to visit the Just English Centre, classrooms, Multipurpose hall and then 
to the boarding to visit the rooms and wash room.  I am of the opinion that our guest gave the 
thumbs up with regards the handling of the tour.
After the tour, our guests were directed to the Conference Hall where the signing were to take 
place.  Tea break was served and we all enjoyed the dining made sandwiches and ‘Vadeh’ made 
by the  staff.

Cyberlynx

The kick- start event of the year, the first ever HIBS 
TOUR FUN RUN 2022, was held on 21st January 2022. 
The bright but cold weather made a perfect day for the 
event. Mr. Leow Kim Hin gave an appreciation speech 
to thank all the committee members of the event, and 
gave words of encouragement to all students to compete 
well and enjoy the event; but, the most important advice 
was to stay safe. The warm-up session was led by Mr. 
Chai Jiong Xiang, Lim Yong Xiang and Koo Kuan Guan. 
All students participated seriously as warming up is 
very important for preventing injury during and after 

the run.There were three categories contested: Girls open,Boys under 15 and Boys under 20. The run started at 
the parking lot, proceed to the stadium, back to the new boarding basketball court and Multipurpose hall, and 
ended at the starting point. After the prize giving ceremony, students had a group activity as they created the 
most enthusiastic cheers to keep the spirit and teamwork high after the fierce competition. The event ended with 
delicious Nasi Lemak Pandan with aromatic fried chicken with spices served for lunch at 12.30 pm.

HIBS Tour Fun & Run
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I SUKA MY I SUKA MY SCHOOLSCHOOL
On 2nd March 2022, the Annual General Meeting for our school cooperative was held inthe school multipurpose 
hall. The meeting starts at 3:45 PM with the registration of thecooperative members to record the attendance. 
After the registration of members isset, the principal gave his welcoming speech and reminds the member 
about the visionand mission of the cooperative.
Then, one of the board members present the financial statement of the last year’sprofit and loss. The meetings 
were carried on by the best part of the events which is thelucky draw slot to liven out the events. 10 gifts were 
prepared to celebrate membersthat win the lucky draw slot.
After refreshing the members with the lucky draw slot, themeeting was resumed to discuss the members 
proposal and suggestion to improve thesales of the school’s cooperative.
Some of the proposal was brilliant and was agreed right away by the chairman, while theother suggestion will 
be taken into consideration. Before the meeting ends, the luckydraw slot was held once again for 10 lucky 
winners and photography session.

Cooperative Annual General Meeting 2022
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Two such PDT sessions were held under the Human Capital Management on 8 and 15 April 2022.  This 
is an ongoing session which is being conducted by Mr Patrick Sta Maria is for the new teachers who have 
recently been employed in our school.  Non-teaching staff will also be considered to attend this training on 
recommendation from the Human Resources Department

These sessions are being attended at the moment by six teachers and a Counsellor and held every Friday 
from 2.30 pm to 3.30pm.  Areas on Communication skills, teaching pedagogy, class management, Cooperative 
Learning team building structures, Neuro Linguistic Programming (NLP), Transactional Analysis, SWOT and 
SMART analysis and Multiple Intelligences (MI) will be covered during these sessions.  

These one-hour session is to enable teachers to be exposed to many different styles of presentation with the 
end result of delivering their daily lesson plan in a more impactful and interesting manner that students will 
experience fun in learning and that learning is fun.

The training will take a break this Friday and will resume after the Hari Raya Home Visit on 13 May 2022.  
There is a possibility that more newly graduated teachers will participate for the 13th May session.

Topics covered on 8th April 2022
Their expectations
4 Levels of Competency (Abraham Maslow)
5 Memory Principles (BECOR)
Audio visual principle: Speak then write, write then speak
Use of the ‘Koosh” ball as a teaching tool

Professional Development Training (PDT) under Human Capital Management

More then 40 participants from the school took part 
in a customised training programme that focused 
on Ownership Culture and Accountability. Divided 
between Academic and Non Academic staff, the 
training was held at the Swiss Garden Hotel, Genting 
Highlands in 5 separate sessions.

Hands on activities, simulation games and real life 
case studies were discussed to equip participants 
with the right motivation to grow, innovate and 
achieve the organisations goals. Simple yet fun 
filled games were played and the feedback sessions 
were useful in setting the next phase of planning for 
unified goal setting for Teams across all levels of the 
organisation.    

Ownership Culture and
Accountability Training



In conjunction to christmas and 2022 New Year, A poster making 
competition was held on 15th december 2021 the them for the 
competiton was ‘ Together we soar”. All the students were quite 
enthusiastic about preparing poster with vovid ideas and vibrants 
colors.

Poster Competition

NOOKS
BETWEEN 
THE BOOKS

The role of Prefect carries significant leadership responsibilities throughout 
the school. On 7th February 2022, seven students were selected as a 
trial prefects. The prefect selection ceremony was presided by the school 
Principal, Mr Liew Kim Hin. These students had been endorsed by teachers 
and the principal, and the school is confident in their ability to carry out the 
duties that will be required .The trial prefects will be under observation and 
will be commissioned as prefects during Prefect Installation Day. Prefects 
are expected to be vigilant at all times. They will undertake various roles 
and responsibilities around the school and maintain good order and good 
standards of behaviour in the school and its environment. The trial perfect 
selection ended with a group photo session.

Prefect Installation Day 
2021/2022

Dr Thio Chan Bee, born on 5th April 1904 in Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia was an 
educator, author, politician and founder of the Association for the Promotion of 
Higher Education in Malaysia, known as APHEM. 
The second of six siblings of grocer Thio Gim Ho and his wife Neo Si Kap, Dr Thio 
attended the Methodist Boys’ School in Medan and led a comfortable life until 1914, 
when his father’s business failed.
In 1915, Thio followed his elder brother to Singapore to study at the Anglo-Chinese 
School. where he excelled academically.  Dr Thio was also the top student in Singapore 
at the Standard VII Junior Cambridge and Senior Cambridge examinations held 
between 1918 and 1920. 
Unfortunately, Dr Thio was unable to attend the prize-giving ceremony in 1920 
because he did not have the proper attire for the occasion.  Though Dr Thio was 
offered a scholarship to further his studies at the University of Hong Kong, he was not 
accepted as he was below the qualifying age then.
In 1921, Dr Thio joined ACS as a trainee teacher and passed the government teachers’ 
examination in 1922 and became a qualified full-time teacher there. Being the main 
breadwinner in his family in Singapore, he supported his father and another three 
sisters who had come over from Medan, Sumatra.

Founders Day 5th April
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Calligraphy Writing Competition, 2022

The 3-in-1 event which celebrates the festive occasion of 
Christmas, New Year and Chinese New Year, kick start 
2022 with the Chinese Calligraphy Event was held on 
Wednesday, 26 January 2022 at the HIBS Examination 
Hal.
The Calligraphy Writing Competition is carried out in 
conjunction with the Celebration of Chinese New Year 
2022.  The competition is opened to all students and staff 
of HIBS and is divided into categories.
There were some serious participants who came ready 
with their personal brushes eager to showcase their 
Chinese calligraphy strokes. Many who participated 
were novice and have no exposure to the Chinese 
language nor any prior Chinese writing skills. Even 
foreign Korean students brave themselves and to produce 
perfect calligraphy. 
Two external judges, Mr Gan Tian Eng and Mr Chin Soon 
were invited to judge the work of those participating.
The winners for the Calligraphy Writing Competition 
2022 were:

Category A-All Chinese students who are in Year 7, 
Year 8 and Year 9
 Winners:
  1.Chan Jing Han
  2.Yong Shu Qi
  3.How Yu Ze
Category B-All Chinese students who are in Year 10 
and Year 11
 Winners:
  1.Xu Yu
  2.Chan Man Siao
  3.Kelly Leo
Category C-All Chinese students who are not taking 
Chinese Language as a Second Language Subject in 
class and Non-Chinese students
 Winners:
  1.Kang Hyunseo
  2.Kim Doheon
  3.Liew Yeong Sheng


